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Spirits of the Unregenerate 
in the Priſon of Hell &c. 
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I PET. ii ver. 19. 


By which a 7 he went and precthed 
unto the Spirits in Priſon. 


the former Diſcourſe we have 
N had aView of Heaven, and of the 
#8 17 7 Spirits of juſt Men made perfect, 
7 etl the. Inhabitants of that bleed 
Region of Light and Glory. 
In this Scripture we have the contrary Glaſs, 
"repreſenting the unſpeakable | Mifery of thoſe 
Souls or Spirits which are ſeparated by Death 
from their Bodies for a Time, and by Sin from 
God for ever; arreſted by the Law, and ſe- 
cured in the Priſon of Hell, unto the Judgmeat 


of the great * 
A 2 A 


wm 
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8 
A Sermon of Hell may keep ſome Souls 


Hut of Hell, and a Sermon of Heaven be the 


Means to help others to Heaven. The Deſire 
of my Heart is, that the Converſations of all 
thoſe who ſhall read theſe Diſcourſes of Heaven 
and Hell, might look more like a diligent 
Flight from the one, and Purſuit of the other. 
The Scope of the Context is a Perſwaſive 
to Patience under a Proſpect of manifold Tri- 
bulations coming upon the ChriſtianChurches, 
ſtrongly enforced by Chriſt's Example, who both 
in his own Perſon, y. 18. and by his Spirit in 
his Servants, V. 19. exerciſed wonderful Pati- 
ence and Long- ſuffering, as a Pattern to his 
People. This 19th Verſe gives us an Account 
of his Long: ſuffering towards that diſobedient 
and immorigerous Generation of Sinners, on 
whom he waited an Hundred and twenty Years 
in the Miniſtry of Noab. 3 
There are Difficulties in the Text. Eſtius * 
reckons no leſs than ten Expoſitions of it; and 


faith, it is a very difficult Scripture in theJudg- 


ment of almoſt all Interpreters. But yet I muſt 
ſay, thoſe Difficulties are rather bro't to it, than 
found in it. It is a Text which hath been rack'd 
and tortur'd by popiſhZxpo/torsto make it ſpeak 
Chriſt's local Deſcent into Hell, and to confeſs 


their Doctrine of Purgatory ; Things which it 
But 


knew not. 


> Lock hic omnium penẽ interpretum judicio difficillimus. 
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But if we will take it's genuineSenfe, it only 


relates the Sin & Miſery of thoſe contumacious = : % 


Perſons, on whom the Spirit of God waited fo 
long in the Miniſtry of Noah, giving an Re- 
count of, | 

1. Their Sin on Earth. 

2. Their Puniſhment in Hell. : 

1. Their Sin on Earth, which is both ſpeci- 
fied and aggravated. 6728 i 

(1.) Specified : Namely their Diſobedience : 
They were ſometimes diſobedient & unpertiw: 
dable : Neither Precepts nor Examples could 
bring them to Repentance. | 

(2.) This their Diſobedience is aggravated 
by the Expence of God's Patience upon them, 
for the Space of an Hundred and twenty Years, 
not only for bearing them ſo long, but ſtriving 
with them, as Moſes expreſſeth it; or waiting 
on them, as the Apoſtle here: But all to no Pur- 
poſe z they were obſtinate, ſtubborn & unper- 
ſwadable to the very laſt. 

2. Behold therefore in the next Place, the 
dreadful, but moſt juſt and equal Puniſhment 
of theſe Sinners in Hell; they are called Spirits 
in Priſon ; i.e. the Souls now in Hell. At that 
Time when Peter wrote of them they were not 
entire Men, but Spirits in the properSenſe ; i.e. 
ſeparatedSouls, bodileſs & lonelySouls : Whilft 
in theBody it's properly a Soul, butwhen ſepara- 
ted, a Spirit, according toScripture Language, and 
the ſtrict Notion of ſuch a Being. P/al.3 1. G. Eccl. 
12.7 A4. 7. 0. TheſeSpirits or Souls, in theState 
of Separation are to be in a Priſon, that is 

3 in 


inHell, as theWord elſewhere notes. Rev.20.7. 
and Jude V. 6. compar'd. Heaven & Hell are 
the only Recepticles of departed or ſeparated 
Souls. | 
Thus you have in a few Words the natural 
and genuine Senſe of the Place, and it is but a 
waſte of Time to repeat and refel the many 
falſe and forced Interpretations of this Text, 
which corrupt Minds and mercenary Pens have 
rplext and darkned it withal. That which I 
level at is comprized in this plain Propoſition. 


DOCT. That the Souls or Spirits of all Men 
20h die in a State of Unbelief and Diſobedience, 


are immediately committed to the Priſon of Hell, 
there to ſuffer thelrathof God due to theirSins. 


Hell is ſhadowed forth to us in Scripture by 
divers * Metaphors; for we cannot conceive 
ſpiritual Things unleſs they be ſo cloathed and 
ſhadowed out unto us. Auguſtine gives this 
Reaſon for the frequent Uſe of Metaphors and 
Allegories inScripture, becauſe they are ſo much 
proportioned to our Senſes, with which our 
Senſes have contracted an Intimacy and Fami- 
liarity; and therefore God, to accommodate 
his Truth to our Capacity, doth as it were,this 
Way embody it in earthly Expreſſions; accord- 


ing to that celebrated Obſervation of the Caba- 


liſts, Lumen Supremum nunquam deſcendit fine in- 
dumento : The pure and ſupreme Light never 
deſcends to us without a Garment or Covering. 

In 


® Spiritualia capere non poſſumus niſi adymbrata, 


( I ) 
In the old Teſtament the Place and State of 
damned Souls is ſet forth by Metaphors taken 
from the moſt remarkable Places & exemplary 
Acts of Vengeance upon Sinners in this World; 
as the Overthrow of the Giants + by theF lood, 
thoſe prodigious Sinners that fought- againſt 
Heaven, and were {wept by the Flood into the 
Place of Torments. To this Solomon is con- 
ceived to allude in Prov. 21. 16. The Man that 
wanders out of theWay of Underſtanding, ſhall 
remain in the Congregation of the Dead. In 
the Hebrew it is, He ſhall remain with the Re- 


phaims or Giants. Theſe Giants were the Men 


that more eſpecially provoked God to bring 
the Flood upon the World; they are alſo noted 
as the SrftInhabitants of Hell. Therefore from 
them the Place of Torment takes its Name,and 
the Damned are ſaid to remain in the Place of 
Giants. 

Sometimes Hell is called Tophet. Jai. 30. 33. 
This ophet was in the Valley of Hinnom, & was 
famous for divers Things. There the Children 
of 1/rael cauſed their Children to paſs thro' the 
Fire to Moloch, or ſacrificed them to theDevil ; 
drowning their horrible Shrieks and Ejulations 
with the Noiſe of Drums. In this Valley alſo 
was the memorable Slaughter of eighteen Hun- 


dred Thouſand of the Aſſyrian Camp by anAn- 


gel in one Night. There alſo the Babylonians 
murdered the People of Feruſalem at the taking 
of the City. Jer. 7. 31,32. So that 7 ophet was 

| a 


+ Hell called the Place of Giants, and WAY, 


[| Hell called Tophet, and ** 


d (8-3 

eer Shambles, the publick Chopping-Block 
2 the Limbs boch of Young and Old 
were quartered out by Thouſands; it was filled 
' with dead Bodies *till there was no Place for 
Burial. By all which it appears, that no Spot 
of Ground in the World was ſo famous for the 
Fires kindled in it to deftroy Men, for the dole- 
ful Cries that eccho'd-from it, or the innume- 
rable Multitudes that periſhed in it; for which 
Reaſons it is made the Emblem of Hell. Some- 
times it is called |} 4 Lake of Fire burning with 
Brimſtone, Rev. 19. 20. denoting the moſt ex- 
uiſite Torment by an intenſe & durable Flame. 

And in the Text it 1s called a Priſon, * where 
the Spirits of ungodly Men are both detained 
and puniſhed. This Notion of a Priſon gives us 
a lively Repreſentation of the miſerable State 
of damned Souls; and that eſpecially in the 
following Particulars. 

Firſt. Priſoners are arreſted and ſeized by 
Authority of Law : *Tis the Law which ſends 
them thither, and keeps them there. 

The A... timus of a Juſtice is but the Inſtru- 
ment of the Law, whereby they are deprived 
of Liberty and taken into Cuſtody. The Law 
of God which Sinners have both violated and 
deſpiſed, at Death takes hold of them, & arreſts 
them. *Tis the Law which claps up their Spi- 
rits in Priſon, and in the Name and 2 

ofthe great & terrible God commits them to Hell. 
All that are out of Chriſt, are undet the _ 


1 Hell @ Lake of Fire. A Priſon. 
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(.9 ) 
and damning Sentence of the Law, which now 
comes to be executed on them. Gal. 3. 10. 
Secondly. Priſoners are carried or haled to 
Priſon by Force and Conſtraint. 

Natural Conſcience backs legal Authority. 
The Law is executed by rough and reſolute 
Bailiffs, who compel them to go, tho' never ſo 
much againſt their Will. This alſo is the Caſe 
of the Wicked at Death. Satan is God's Bai- 
liff to hurry away the Law- condemned Souls to 
the infernal Priſon. The Devil hath the Power 
of Death, (Heb. 2. 14.) as the Executioner 
hath of the Body of a condemned Man. 

Thirdly. Priſoners are chained and bolted in 
Priſon, to prevent their Eſcape ; ſo are damned 
Spirits ſecured by the Power of God, & chained 
by their own guilty and trembling Conſciences, 
inHell,unto the Time of Judgment, and theFul- 
neſs of Miſery : Not that they have no Torment 
in the mean Time: Alas ! were there no more 
but that fearful Expectation of Wrath, and fiery 
Indignation, ſpoken of by the Apoſtle, Heb. 
10. 27. it were an inexpreſſible Torment; but 
there is a farther Degree of Torment to be a- 
warded them at the judgment of the great Day, 
to which they are therefore kept as in Chains 
and Priſons. | hs 

Fourthly. Priſons are dark and noiſome Pla- 
ces; not built for Pleaſure, as other Houſes 
are, but for Puniſhment ; ſo is Hell. Jude y.6. 
Reſerved in everlaſting Chains under Darkneſs ; 
as he there deſcribes the Place of Torments ; 
yea, utter Darkneſs, Mat. 8. 12. extream or 
perfect Darknefs. Philo- 
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Pjdbilaſapbers tell us of the Darkneſs of ti 
World, non dantur pure tenebræ; that there is 
no pure or perfect Darkneſs here, without ſome 
Mixture of Light ; but there is not a Glade of 
Light, not a Spark of Hope or Comfort ſhining 
into that Priſon. 3 

| fifthly. Mournful Sighs and Groans are 
heard in Priſons. Pſal. 97. 11. Let the Sighing 
of the Priſoners come before thee ; ſaith the Pſal- 
miſt. But deeper Sighs and emphatical Groans 
are heard in Hell. There fhall be weeping and 
wailing and gnaſbing of Teeth, Mat.8.12. Thoſe 
that could not groan under the Senſe of Sin on 
Earth, ſhall howl under Anguiſh & Deſperation 
in Hell, | 
Sixthly. There is a Time when Priſoners are 
brought out of the Priſon to be judged, and then 
return in a worſe Condition than before, to 
the Place from whence they came. 

. God alfo hath appointed a Day for the folemn 
Condemnation of thoſe Spirits in Priſon. The 
Scriptures call it theJudgment of the great Day. 
Jude y. 6. From the great Buſineſs that is to 
be done therein, and the great and ſolemn 
Aſſembly that (hall then appear before God, 

Burt I will inſiſt no longer upon the Diſplay 
of the Metaphor. My Buſineſs is to give you 
a Repreſentation of the State and Condition of 
damned Souls in Hell, and to aſſiſt your Con- 
ceptions of them, and of their State. 

. *Tis a dreadful Sight I am to give you this 
Day; but how. much better is it to ſee than to 
feel that Wrath ? The Treaſures thereof ſhall 
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ſhortly be broken up; and poured forth upon 
the Spirits of Men. 

You had in the former Diſcourſe a faint Um- 
brage of the Spirits of juſt Men in Glory: In 
this you will have an imperfect Repreſentation 
of the Spirits of wicked Men in Hell. And look 
as the former cannot be adequate and perfect, 
becauſe that Happineſs paſſeth our Knowledge; 
ſo neither can this be ſo, becauſe the Miſery of 
the Damned paſſeth our Fear. 

The Caſe and State of a damned Spirit will 
be beſt opened in theſe following Propoſitions. 

PROP. I. That the Guilt of all Sin gathers to, 
end ſettles in the Conſcience of every Chriſtleſs Sin- 
ner, and makes up a vaſt Treaſure of Guilt in the 
Courſe of his Life in this World. 

The high and awful Power of Conſcience be- 
longing to the underſtanding Faculty in the 
Soul of Man, was ſpoken to before as to its ge- 
neral Nature. And that Conſcience certainly 
accompanies it, and is inſeparable from it, was 
there ſhewed. I am here to conſider it as the 
Seat or Center of Guilt in all unregenerate and 
loſt Souls. For look as the Tides waſh up,and 
leave the Slime and Filth upon the Shore, even 
ſo all the Corruption & Sin that is in the other 
Faculties of the Soul ſettle upon the Conſcience. 
Their Mind and Conſcience (ſaith the Apoſtle) is 
defiled, Tit. 1. 15. It is as it were the Sink of 
a Sinner's Soul, into which all Filth runs, and 
Guilt ſettles, 

The Conſcience of every Believer is purged 
from its Fulthineſs by the Blood of Chrilt. Heb. 

9.14 
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9.14, His Blood & hisSpirit purify & pacify it, 
whereby it becomes the Region of Light and 
Peace; but all the Guilt which hath been long 
contracting through the Life of an Unbeliever, 
fixes itſelf deep and faſt ir his Conſcience; I is 
written upon the Tables of their Hearts, as with 
a Pen of Iron, Jer. 17. 1. (i. e.) Guilt is as 4 
Mark or Character faſhioned or engraven in the 
very Subſtance of the Soul, as Letters are cut 
into Glaſs with a Diamond. . 

Conſcience is not only the principal Zngagee 
obliged unto God as a Judge, but the principal 
Director & Guide of the Soul in its Courſes and 
Actions, and conſequently the Guilt of all Sin 
falls upon it, and reſts in it. The Soul is both 
the Spring and Fountain of all Actions that go 
outward from Man, and the Term or Recep- 
tacle of all Actions inward; but in both Sorts 
of Actions, going outward, & coming inward, 
Conſcience is the chief Counſeller, Guide & Directer 
in all, & ſo the Guilt which is contracted either 
Way, muſt be upon its Head. Tis the Bridle 
of the Soul to reſtrain it from Sin, the Eye of 


the Soul to direct its Courſe; and therefore is 


principally chargeable with all the Evils of Life. 
Bodily Members are but Inſtruments, and the 
Will itſelf, as higk & noble a Faculty or Power 
as It is, moveth not, until the judgment cometh 
to a Concluſion, and the Debate be gnded in 


the Mind. | ; | 
Now in the whole Courſe and Compaſs of a 
Sinner's Life in this World, what Treafures of 
| Guilt mult needs be lodged in his r 7 
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1 
What a Magazine of Sin & Filth, muſt be laid 
up there? *Tis ſaid of a wicked Man, Job 20, 
11. His Bones are full of the Sins of his Yowth : 
Meaning his Spirit, Mind or Conſcience, is as 
full of Sin, as Bones are of Marrow; yea, 
the very Sins of his Youth are enough to fill 
them: And Rom. 2. 5. They are ſaid to trea- 
ſure up Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath; which 
is only done by treaſuring up Guilt ; for Wrath 
and Guilt are treaſured up together i in Propor- 
tion to each other. Every Day of his Life vaſt 
Sums have been caſt into this Treaſury, and the 
Patience of God waiteth *till it be full, before 
he call the Sinner to an Account and Reckon- 
ing. Gen. 15. 16. 

Prop. II. All theSin & Guilt contrafted upon 
the Souls and Conſciences of impenitent Men in 
this World, accompanies and follows their depart- 
ed Souls to Pudgment, and there brings them under 
the dreadful Condemnation of the great and terri- 
ble God, which cuts off all their "Hoſts and Com- 
forts for ever. 

If you beltgve not that I am * you ſhall ie 
in your Sins, Joh. 8. 24. and Job 20 11. His 
Bones are full of the Sins of his Youth,which ſhall 
lie down with him in the Duſt. No Propoſition 
lies clearer in Scripture or ſhould lie with grea- 
ter Weight on the Hearts of Sinners: Nothing 
but Pardon can remove Guilt, but without 
Faith and Repentance there never was nor 
ſhall be a Pardon. AZ. 10. 43. Rom. 3. 24, 2g. 
Luk. 24. 46, 47. Look as the Graces of Be- 
lievers, ſo the Sins of Unbelievers follow the 
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Soul whitherſoever it goes. All their Sins 
who die out of Chriſt, cry to them when they 

o hence, Ve are thy Works, and we will fol- 
ow thee. 
the Guilt and Effects of it are permanent; and 
it is evident by this, that in the great Day their 
Conſciences, which are the Books of Record 
wherein all their Sins are regiftred, will be 
opened and they ſhall be judged by them, and 
out of them. Rev. 20. 12. 

Now before that general Judgment, every 
Soul comes to its particular Judgment, and 
that immediately after Death ; of this, I ap- 
prehend the Apoſtle to ſpeak in Heb. 9. 27. 
1t is appointed for all Men once to die; but after 
that the Fudgment. The Soul is preſently ſtated 
by this Judgment in its everlaſting and fixed 
Condition. The Soul of a wicked Man ap- 
pearing before God in all its Sin and Guilt, 
and by him ſentenced, immediately it gives up 
all its Hope. Prov. 11. 7. When a wicked Man 
dieth, his Expectation ſhall periſh , and the Hope 
of unjuſt Men periſheth. His ſtrong Hope pe- 
riſheth, as ſome read it * ( i.e ) his ſtrongDelu- 
ſion : For alas! He took his own Shadow for 
a Bridge over the great Waters, and is unex- 
pectedly plunged into the Gulf of eternal Mi- 
ſery, as Mat. 7. 22. 
I bis periſhing or cutting off of Hope is that 

which is called in Scripture, he Death of the 
Soul; for ſo long the Soul will live as it hath 
any Hope. The defering of Hope makes it 


ſick, but the final cutting off of Hope ſtrikes 
N i 


Etiam ſpes Valentiſſima. 
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ir quite dead, i. e. dead as to all Joy, Comfort 
or Expectation of any for ever, which is that 
Death which an immortal Soulis capable to ſuf- 


fer: The Righteous hath Hope in his Death. 
but every unregenerate Man in the World 
breaths out his laſt Hope in a few Moments 
after his laſt Breath, which ſtrikes Terror into 
the very Center of the Soul, and is a Death- 
Wound to it. 

PROP. III. TheSouls of theDamned are exceed- 
ing large and capacious Subjects of Wrath and 
Torment; and in their ſeparate State their Capa- 
city is greatly enlarged, both by laying aſleep all 
thoſe Aﬀettions whoſe Exerciſe is reheving, and 
thoroughly awakening all thoſe Paſſions which are 
tormenting. | 

The Soul of Man being by Nature a Spirit, 
an intelligent Spirit, and in its ſubſtantial Fa- 
culties aſſimulated to God, whoſe Image it 
bears; it muſt for that Reaſon be exquiſitely 
ſenſible of all the Impreſſions and Touches of 
the Wrath of God upon it. The Spirit of 
Man is a moſt tender, ſenſible and apprehen- 
ſive Creature: the Eye of the Body is not ſo 
ſenſible of a Touch, a Nerve of the Body is 
not ſo ſenſible when pricked, as the Spirit of 
Man is of the leaſt Touch of God's Indigna- 
tion upon it. A wounded Spirit who can bear ? 
Prov. 18. 14. Other external Wounds upon 
the Body, inflicted either by Man or God, are 
tolerable ; but that which immediately touch- 

es the Spirit of Man, is inſufferable ; who 
can bear or.endure it ? 
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And as the Spirit of Man hath the moſt de- 
licate and exquilite Senſe of Miſery ; fo it hath 
a vaſt Capacity to receive and let in the fulneſs 
of Anguiſh and Miſery into it ; it is a large 

Veſſel, called Rom. 9. 22. A Veſſel of Wrath 
fitted to Deſtruction. The large Capacity of the 
Soul is ſeen in this, that it is not in the Power 
of all the Creatures in the World to ſatisfy and 
fill it. It can drink up (as one ſpeaks) all the 
Rivers of created Good, and its Thirſt not 
quenched by ſuch a Draught; but after all it 
cries, give, give. Nothing but an infinite OD can 
quiet & ſatisfy its Appetite and raging Thirſt. 

And as its capable and receptive of more 
Good then is found in all the Creatures; ſo it 
is capable of more Miſery and Anguiſh than 
all the Creatures can inflict upon it. Let all 
the Elements of Men on Earth, yea, all the 
Devils and Damned in Hell conſpire and unite 
in a Deſign to torment Man, ver ren they 
have done all, his Spirit is capable of a farther 
Degree of Torment, aTorment as much beyond 
It, as a Rack is beyond a hardBed ; or theSword 
in his Bowels is beyond the Scratch of a Pin. 
The Devils indeed are the Executioners & Tor- 
mentors of the Damaed ; but it that were all 
they were capable to ſuffer, theTorments of the 
Damned would be comparatively mild & gen- 
tle to what they are. 

O the L argeneſs of the Underſtanding of 
Man ! What will it not take into its vaſt Capa 
eity ? But add to this, that damned Souls have 
all thoſe Affections laid in a deep and everlaſt- 
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ing Sleep, the Exerciſes whereof would be reliev- 


ing, by emptying their Souls of any Part of their 
Miſcry; & all thoſe Paſſions thro ly & everlaſt - 
ingly awakened, which increaſe their Torments. 

The Affections of Joy, Delight and Hope, 
are all benumed in them, and laid faſt aſleep, 
never to be awakened into Act any more. Their 
Hope in Scripture is ſaid to periſb, i. e. it ſo pe- 


riſheth, that after Death it ſhall never exert a- 
The Activity of 
any of theſe Affections would be like a cooling 


nother Act to all Eternity. 


Gale or refreſhing Spring amidſt their Tor- 
ments. 
quam jocos dabis ; 
more. And as theſe Affections are laid aſleep, 


ſo their Paſſions are rouzed & thro'ly awaken d 
to torment them; ſo awakened, as never to 


ſleep any more. The Souls of Men are ſome- 


times jogg'd and ſtartled in this World by the 


Words or Rods of God, but preſently they 
ſleep again and forget all: 
Eyes of their Souls will be continually held 


waking to behold and conſider their Miſery; 


their Underſtandings will be clear and moſt ap- 
prehenſive; their Thoughts fixed and deter- 
mined ; their Conſciences active and efficacious: 
And by all this their Capacity to take in the 
Fulneſs of their Miſery enlarged to the uttermoſt. 


PROP. IV. The Wrath Indignation and Re- 
venge of God poured out as the juſt Reward of Sin 
upon the ſo capacious Souls of the Damned, is the” 


principal Part of their Miſery in Hell. f 
In the third Propoſition, I ſhewed you that 
B 3 che 


But as Adrian lamented himſelf, nun- 
Thou fhalt never be merry 


But hereafter. the 
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the Souls of the Damned can hold more Miſery 
than all the Creatures 'can inflict upon them, 
When the Soul ſuffers from the Hand of Man, 
its Sufferings are but either by Way of Sympa- 
thy with the Body; or if immediately, yer it 
is but a light Stroke the Hand of a Creature 


can give: But when it has to do with a Sin- 


revenging God, and that immediately, this 


Stroke cuts off the Spirit of Man; as *tis ex- 
preſſed, P/al. 88. 16. The Body is the Cloath- 


ing of the Soul. Moſt of the Arrows ſhot at 
the Soul in this World do but ſtick intheCloaths, 
(i. e.) reach the outward Man: But in Hell, the 
Spirit of Man is the V bite at which God him- 
ſelf ſhoots. All his envenom'd Arrows ſtrike 
the Soul, which is after Death laid bare and 
naked to be wounded by his Hand. At Death, 
the Soul of every wicked Man immediately 
falls into the Hands of the living God ; and it 
is a fearful Thing to fall into the Hands of the 
living God ; as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Heb. 10.31. 
Their Puniſhment is from the Preſence of the 
Lord, and from the Glory of his Power, 2 Theſ. 
I. 9. They are not put over to their Fellow- 
Creatures to be puniſhed, butGod will doit him- 
ſelf, and glorify his Power as well as Juſtice in 
their Puniſhment, The Wrath of God lies 
immediately upon their Spirits; and this is the 
Fery Indignation which devoureth the Adverſaries, 
Heb. 10. 27. A Fire that licks up the very 
p of Man. Who knoweth the Power of bis 
ner? Pſal. 90.11. How inſupportable it is, 
you may a little gueſs by that Expreſſion of the 
ge 
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Prophet Nahum. Chap. 1. 5, 6. The Mountains 


quake. at him, and the Hills melt, and the Earth © 
is burnt at his Preſence, yea, the Moprld, and all 
that dwell therein. Who can ſtand before his In- 
dignation ? And who can abide in the Fierceneſs 


of his Anger? His Fury is poured out like Fire, 
and the Rocks are thrown down by him. 
And as if Anger and Wrath were not Words 
of a ſufficient Edge and Sharpneſs, it's called, 
fiery Indignation and Vengeance: Words denoting 
the moſt intenſe Degree of divine Wrath. For 
indeed his Power is to be glorified in the De- 
ſtruction of his Enemies, and therefore now he 
will do it to Purpoſe. He takes them now in- 
to his own Hands. No Creature can come at 
the Soul immediately, that is God's Prerogative, 
and now he hath to do with it himſelf in Fury 
and Revenges poured out. Can thy Hands be 


ſtrong, or thy Heart endure when I ſhall deal with- 


thee ? Ezek. 22. 14. Alas, theSpirit quails and 
dies under it. This is the Hell of Hells. 


What doleful Cries and Laments have we 


heard from God's deareſt Children, when but 
ſome few Drops of his Anger have been ſprink- 
led upon theirSouls here in this World! Alas, 
thereisnoCompare betwixttheAnger or fatherly 
Diſcipline of God over the Spirits of his Chil- 
dren, and the Indignation poured out from the 
Beginning of Revenges upon his Enemies, 
PROP. V. The ſeparate Spirit of a damned 
Man becomes a Tormentor to its ſelf by the various 
and efficacious Attings of its own Conſcience,which 
are a ſpecial Part of its Torment in the other 


Warld, Conſcience, 
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Conſcience, which ſhould have'been the Sin- 
ner's Curb on Earth, becomes the hip that muſt 
laſhi his Soul in Hell. Neither is there any Fa- 
culty or Power belonging to the Soul of Man 
ſo fit and able to do it as his on Conſcience. 
That which was the Seat and Center of all 
Guilt, now becomes the Seat and Center of all 
Torments. The Suſpenſion of its tormenting 
Power in this World, is a Myſtery and Wonder 
to all that duly conſider it. For certainly 
ſhould the Lord let a Sinner's Conſcience fly 
upon him with Rage in the midſt of his Sins 
and Pleaſures, it would put him into a Hell 
f- : as we ſee in the doleful Inſtances 
of Judas, Spira,&c. But he keeps a Hand of 
Reſtraint upon them generally in this Life, and 
ſuffers them to ſleep quietly by a grumbling or 
ſeared Conſcience, which couches by them as a 
ſleepy Lzon, and lets them alone. | 

But no ſooner is the Chriſtleſs Soul turned 
out of the Body, and caſt for Eternity at the 
Bar of God, but Conſcience is rouſed, and put 
into a Rage never to be appeaſed any more. It 
now racks and tortures the miſerable Soul with 
its utmoſt Efficacy and Activity. The meer 
Preſages and Fore-bodings of Wrath by the 
Conſciences of Sinners in this World, have made 


them lie with a ghaſtly Paleneſs in their Faces, 
an univerſal trembling in all their Members, a 


cold ſweating Horror upon. their panting Bo- 
ſoms, hike Men already in Hell; but this, all 
this is but as the ſweating or giving of theStones 


before the great Rain falls. The Activities of Con- 
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ſcienceſeſpecially in Hell) are various, vigorous 


and dreadful to conſider, ſuch are its Recagni- 
tions, Accuſations, Condemnations, Upbraidings, 
Shamings and fearful Eapeckations. 

1. The Conſciences of the Damned will re- 
cognize and bring back the Sins committed in 
this World freſh to their Mind: For what is 
Conſcience but a Regiſter or Book of Records, 
wherein every Sin is ranked in its proper Place 
and Order? This Act of Conſcience is funda- 
meatal to all its other Acts, for it cannot accuſe, 
condemn, upbraid or ſhame us, for that it hath 
loſt out of its Memory, and hath no Senſe of, 
Son, remember, ſaid Abraham to Dives, in the 
midſt of his Torments. This Remembrance 
of Sins paſt, Mercies paſt, Opportunities paſt, 
but eſpecially of Hope paſt & gone with them, 
never to be recovered any more, is like that Fire 


not blown, (of whichZophar ſpeaks) which con- 


jumes him, or the glittering Sword coming out 
of his Gall. Fob 20. 24, Cc. 

2. It chargeth and accuſeth the damned Soul, 
and its Charges are home, poſitive, and ſelf- 
evident Charges. A Thouſand legal and un- 
exceptionable Witneſſes cannot confirm any 
Point more than one Witneſs in a Man's 
Boſom can do. Rom. 2.15. It convicts and 
ftops their Mouths, leaving them without any 
Excuſe or Apology. Juſt and Righteous are 
the Judgments of God upon thee, ſaith Con(- 
cience. In all this Ocean of Miſery, there is not 
one Drop of Injury or Wrong : The Judg- 
ment of God is according unto Truth. | 


3. It 
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3. It condemns as well as chargeth and wit- 
neſſeth, and that with a dreadful Sentence, back- 
ing and approving the Sentence and Judgment 
of God. 1 Joh. 3. 21. Every Selt-deſtroyer 
will be a Selt-condemner. This is a primePart 
of their Miſery. * | 

4. The Upbraidings of Conſcience in Hell 
are. terrible and inſufferable Things. To be 
continually hit in the Teeth ; and twitted with 
our Madneſs, Wiltulneſs and Obſtinacy, as the 
Cauſe of all chat eternal Miſery which we have 
pulled down upon our ownHeads, what is it but 
the rubbing the Wound with Salt and Vinegar ? 
Of this Torment holy Job was afraid, and there- 
fore reſolved what in him lay to prevent it, 
when he faith, Job 27. 6. My Heart, (i. e. my 
Conſcience) ſhall not Reproach me ſo long as 1 
live. O the Twits and Taunts of Conſcience 
are cruel Cuts and Laſhes to the Soul. 

5. The Shamings of Conſcience are unſuffe- 
rable Torments. Shame ariſes from the turpi- 
tude of diſcovered Actions. It ſome Mens ſe- 
cretFilthinefſes were but publiſh'd in this World, 
it would confound them; what then will it be 
when all ſhall lie open, as it will after this Life, 
and their own Conſciences ſhall caſt the Shame 
of all upon them ? They ſhall not only be 
derided by God, Prov, 1. 26. but by their own 
Conſciences alſo. 

Laſtly, 


® Prima eft hac ultio, quod ſe 
Judice nemo nocens abſolvitur, imtroba quamwis 
Gratia fallacis Pratoris wicerit urnam. Juv.Sat.1 3, 
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Laſtly, The fearful Expectations of Conſci- 
ence ſtill looking forward into more and more 
Wrath to come, this is the very Sum & Com- 
plement of their Miſery. What makes a Pri- 
ſon ſo dreadful to a Malefactor, but the trem- 
bling Expectations he there lives under of the 
approaching Aſſizes? Much after the ſameRate, 
or rather after the Rate of condemned Perſons, 
preparing for Execution, do theſe Spirits in 
Priſon live in the other World. But alas, no 
Inſtance or Similitude can reach home to their 
Caſe. 

PROP. VI. That which makes the Torments 
and Terrors of the damned Spirits ſo extream and 
terrible, is, that they are unrelievable Miſeries, 
and Torments for ever. 

They are not capable either of 

I. A partial Reliet by any Mitigation. Or, 
2. A compleat Relief by a final Ceſſation. 

1. Not of a partial Relief by any Mitigation. 
Could they but divert their Thoughts from their 
Miſery, as they were won't to do in this World, 
drink and forget their Sorrows ; or had they 
but anyHope of theAbatemeat of their Miſery, 
it would be a Relief to them ; but both theſe 
are impoſſible. Their Thoughts are fixed and 
determined: To remove them (tho? but for a 
Moment) from their Miſery, is as impoſſible as 
to remove a Mountain: Their Sin and Miſery 
is ever before them. As the Bleſſed in Heaven 
are bono confirmati, ſo fixed and ſettled in 
Bleſſedneſs, that they are not diverted one Mo- 


ment from beholding the bleſſed Face of 2 
a | or 
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for they are ever with the Lord]; ſo the Damned 
in Hell are malo obfirmati, fe ſettled & fixed in 
the midſt of all Evil, that their Thoughts and 


Miſeries are inſeparable for ever. 
2. Much leſs can their undone State admit 


the leaſt Hope of Relief by a final Ceſſation of 
their Miſery. All Hope periſheth from them, 
and the periſhing of their Hope is the plaineſt 
Proof that can be given of the Eternity of their 
Miſery. For were there but the remoteſt Poſſi- 
bility of Deliverance at laſt, Hope would hang 
upon that Poſſibility : And while Hope lives, 
the Soul is not quite dead; the Death of Hope 
is the Death of a Man's Spirit: The cutting off 
of the Soul from God, and the laſt Act of Hope 
to ſee or enjoy him for ever, is thatDeath which 
an immortal Soul is capable of ſuffering. De- 
part from me ye Curſed, into everlaſting Fire , is 
that Sentence which ſtrikes Hope & Soul dead 
for ever. | 
In theſe fix Propoſitions, you have the true 
and terrible Repreſentation of the Spirits in 
Priſon, or the State of damned Souls. I have 
not mentioned their Aſſociation with Devils, or 
the diſmal Place of their Confinement, which 
tho* they compleat their Miſery, yet are not the 
2 Parts of it, but rather Acceſſories to 
it, or Rivers running into the Ocean of their 
Miſery: The Sum of their Miſery lies in what 
was opened before, and the Improvement of it 


Is in that which followeth. 
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INFERENGCES. 
Infer. 1. Is this the State of ungodly Souls 
after Death? Then it follows, that neither 
Death nor Annihilation are the worſt of Evils 


incident toMan. Ariſtotle calls Death the moſt 
terrible of all Terribles ; and the Schoolmen 
affirm Annihilation to be a greater Evil than 
the moſt miſerable Being ; but its neither ſo, 
nor ſo; the Wrath of God, the Worm of Conſ- 
cience, are much more bitter than Death. The 
Pains of Death are natural and bodily Pains ; 
the Wrath of God, and Anguiſh of Conſcience, 
are ſpiritual and inward : That is but the Pain 
of a tew Hours or Days, theſe are the unreliev- 
ed Torments of Eternity. 

And as for Annihilation, what a Favour would 
the Damned account it ! Indeed if we reſpect 
the Glory of God's Juſtice which is exemplified 
and illuſtrated in the Ruin of theſe miſerable 
Souls, it is better they ſhould abide as the eter- 
nal Monuments thereof, than not to be at all; 
but with Reſpect to themſelves, we may ſay, 
as Chriſt doth of the Son of Perdition, Mat. 
26. 24. Good had it been for them if they had 
never been born. For a Man's Soul to be of no 
other Uſe than a Veſſel of Wrath, to receive 
the Indignation and be filled with the Fury of 
God; ſurely an untimely Birth that never was 
animated with a reaſonable Soul, is better than 
they : For alas, they ſeek for Death, but it flieg 
from them. The Immortality of their Souls, 
which was their Dignity and Priviledge above 
other Creatures, is now their Miſery, and that 

__ 
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which continually feeds and perpetuates their 
Flame. Here is a Being without the Comfort of 


it, a Being only to howl and tremble under di- 
vine Wrath; a Being therefore which they 
would gladly exchange with the contemptibleſt 
Fly, or moſt loathſome Toad ; but it cannot 
be exchanged or annihilated. 

Infer. 2. Hence it follows, That the Plea- 
ſures of Sin are dear bought & coſtly Pleaſures. 
There is a greater Diſproportion, betwixt that 
Pleaſure and this Wrath, than betwixt a Drop 
of Honey and a Sea of Gall. Could a Man 
diſtil all the imaginary Pleaſure of Sin, & drink 
nothing elſe but the higheſt & moſt refined De- 
lights of it all his Life, tho* his Life ſhould be 
protracted to the Term of Methuſelab's; yet one 

Day or Night under the Wrath of God, would 
Wa it a dear Bargain. But, 

. *Tis certain, Sin hath no ſuch Pleaſures 
to * you : They are all imbittered either 
by adverſe Strokes of Providence from without, 
or af and dreadful Gripes and Twinges of 
Conſcience within. Job 20. 14. His Meat in his 
Bowels is turned, it is theGall of Aſps within him. 

2. Tis as certain, the Time of a Sinner is 
3 it's Period when he is at the Height of his 
Pleaſure in Sin: For look as high Delights i in 
God ſpeak the maturity of a Soul for Heaven, 
and it will not be long before ſuch be in Hea- 
ven; ſo the Heights of Delight in Sin, anſwe- 
rably ſpeak the Maturity of ſuch a Soul for 
Hell, and it will not be long ere it be there. 
Sin is now a big Embrio, and ſpeedily the Soul 
Travels wich Death. 3. Ac- 
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3. According to the Meaſure of Delights 
Men have had in Sin, will be the Degrees and 
Meaſures of their Torments in Hell. Rev. 18.7. 
So much Torment and Sorrow as there was 
Delight and Pleaſure in Sin. To conclude, 
4. The Pleaſures of Sin are but for a Seaſon, 
as you read, Heb. 11. 25. But the Wrath of 
God inHell is for ever & ever. There is aTime 
when thePleaſures of Sin cannot be called Plea- 
ſures to come, but the Wrath of God that will ſtil 
be MWratb to come. O confiderfor what aTrifleyou 
ſell your Souls! When Ly/machus parted with 
his Kingdom for a Draught of Water, he ſaid 
when he had drank it, For hot ſhort a Pleaſure 
have I fold a Kingdom ! And Jonathan lamented, 
1 Sam. 14. 43. 1 taſted but a little Honey, and I 
muſt die. Satan would not charm ſo powerfully. 
as he doth with the Pleaſures of Sin, if this 
Point were well believed, and heartily applied. 
Inf. 3. What a matchleſs Madneſs is it to 
caſt the Soul into God's Priſon, to fave the Body 
out of Man's Priſon. Men have their Priſons, 
and God hath his: But becauſe the one is an 
Object of Senſe, and the other an Object of Faith; 
that only is feared, and this ſighted all over 
this unbelieving World; except by a very 
ſmall Number of Men who tremble at the Word 
of God. Now this I ſay is the Height of Mad ; 
neſs, and will appear to be ſo in a juſt Collation 
(I.) Man's Priſon 


reſtrains the Body only, God's Priſon Soul and 
The Spirits of Men, (as 
| my: 


Body, Mat. 10. 28. 
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my Text ſpeaks) are the Priſoners there. O 
what a vaſt Odds doth this ſingle Difference 
make? A thouſand times more than the cap- 
tivating & binding of the greateſt King or Em- 
peror differs from the Impriſonment of a poor 
mechanick or vagrant Beggar. (2.) In Man's 
Priſon there are many Comforts and unſpeaka- 
ble Refreſhments from Heaven ; but in God's 
Priſon none, but the direct contrary. You read 
of the Apoſtles, Ad. 16. 25. how they ſang in 
the Priſon : The Spirit of God made them a 
Banquet of heavenly Joys, and they could not 
but ſing at it: tho' their Feet were in theStocks, 
their Spirits were never more at Liberty. A- 
gerius dated his Letters from the delectable 
Orchard of the Leonine Priſon ; where, ſaith he, 
flows the ſweeteſt Nectar. Another tells us, 
Chriſt was always kind to him, but ſince he be- 

came a Priſoner for him,he even overcame him- 
ſelf in Kindneſs. I verily think, faith he, the 
Chains of my Lord, are all overlaid with pure 
Gold, and his Croſs perfumed. But the worſt 
Terrors of the Priſoners in Hell come from the 
Preſence of the Lord. 2 The. 1. 9. God is a 
Terror to them. (g.) The Cauſe for which a 
Man is caſt into Priſon by Men, may be his 

Duty, and ſo his Conſcience muſt be at leaſt 

quiet, if not joyful in ſuch Sufferings So it was 

with Paul, Act. 28. 20. For the Hope of Iſrael 
am 1 bound with this Chain. This diffuſes Joy 

and Peace thro the Conſcience into the whole 

Man. But the Cauſe for which Men are caſt in- 

to God's Priſon is their Sin and Guilt, which 
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( 29 } 
arms their own Conſciences againſt them, and 
makes them, as you heard before, Self-tormen- 
ters, Terrors tothemſelves. What Odds is here? 
(4.) InMan'sPriſon the moſt excellentCompa 
and ſweet Society may be found. Paul & Silas 
were Fellow-Prifoners In Queen Mary's Days 
the moſt excellent Company to be found in 
England was in thePriſons : Priſons were turned 
into Churches. But in God's Priſon no better 
Society is to be found than that of Devils and 
damned Reprobates, Mat.2 5.41. (5.) InMan's 
Priſon there is Hope 'of a comfortable Delive- 
rance, but in God's Priſon none. Mat. 5. 26. 
Thou ſhalt not come out thence till thou haſt paid 
the laſt Mite. *Tis an everlaſting Priſon, 
Compare theſe few obvious Particulars, and 
judge then what is to be thought of that Man, 


who ſtands readier to caſt himſelf into any Guilt 


than into the leaft Suffering. What is it but 


as if a Man ſhould offer his Neck to the Sword 


to ſave his Hand ? TheLord convince us what: 
Trifles our Eftates, Liberties and Lives are to 
our Souls, or to the Peace and Purity of our 
Conſciences. 

Infer. 4. What an invaluable Mercy is the 
Pardon of Sin, which ſets the Soul out of 
Danger of in going to this Prifon ! When the 
Debt is ſatisfied, a Man may walk as boldly be- 
fore the Priſon'Door, as he doth before his own. 
They that owe nothing fear no Bailiffs. *Tis 
the Law (as Ifaid before) that commits Men 


to Priſon ; a Mitts is But an Iuſtrument of 


Law; but the Righteouſneſs of the Lay is ful- 
C3 filled 
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filled in them that believe. Rom. 8. 4. Yew 
they are made the Righteouſneſs of God in him, 
2 Cor. 5.21. There can be no Proceſs of Law 
againſt them. For who ſhall condemn, when it 
is God that juſtifieth? Rom. 8. 33, 34. And that 
divine Juſtice might be no Bar to our Faith and 
Comfort, he adds, 17 is Chriſt that died: And 
yetfarther,to aſſure us, that hisDeath hath made 
lenary Satisfaction to God for all our Sins and 
ebts, it is added, yea rather that is riſen again : 
q d. It the Debts of Believers to God were not 
ully paid & ſatisfied for by theBlood of Chriſt, 
how comes it to paſs that our Surety is diſchar- 
ged, as by his Reſurrection he appears to be? 
O Believer, thy Bonds are cancelled, th-Hand- 
Writing that was againſt thee is nailed: to the 
Croſs ; the Blood of Chriſt hath done that for 
thee, that all the Gold and Silver in theWorld 
could not do. 1 Pet. 1.18,19. || It is a Coun- 
ter-price fully anfwering to thy Debts, Mar. 
20. 28. And hence, to the eternal Joy of thy 
Heart, reſult three Properties of thy Pardon, 
which are able to make thine Eyes guſh out 
with Tears of Joy while thou art reading of it. 
x. It is a free Pardon to thy Soul; tho' it 
coſt Chriſt dear, it coſts thee nothing. We 
have Redemption, even the Remiſſion of Sins, 
according to the Riches of bis Grace, Eph. 1. 7. 
The Proje of it was God's, not thine ; the 
Price for it was Chriſt's Blood, not thine : The 
Glory and Riches of free Grace are illuſtriouſly 
diſplayed in thy Forgiveneſs. 2. 
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2. It is as full as it is free; a compleat and: 
perfect Cauſe produceth a compleat and perfect 
Effect. Act. 13. 39. Juſtiſied from all Things. 
Whatever thy Sins be for Nature, Number, or 
Circumſtances of Aggravations, they cannot ex- 
ceed the Value of the meritorious Cauſe of Re- 
miſſion. The Blood of Chriſt cleanſetbus from all din. 

3. It muſt be as firm as it is free and full, 
even an irrevocable Pardon for evermore. Chriſt 
did not ſhed his Blood at a Hazard; the Way of 
Juſtification by Faith makes the Promile ſure. 
Rom. 4 16.TheJuſtified ſhall never come again 
under Condemnation. O the unſpeakable Joy 
that flows from this Spring | O the Triumphs 
of Faith upon this Foundation 

Is it not raviſhing, melting, overwhelming 

and amazing, to think thus with thy ſelf ? 

Here ſit I with a joyful, plenary, free Pardon 
of Sin in my Hand, whilſt many who never 
ſinned to that Height and Degree I have, lie 
groaning, howling, ſweating and trembling, 
under the Indignation of God poured out like 
Fire upon their Souls in Hell ! A greater Sin- 
ner ſaved, and leſſer damned. O how unſpeaka- 
bly ſweet is that Ref into which my terrified 
and diſquieted Soul is come by Faith. Rom, 
5. I. Heb. 4. 3. We which baus believed do 
enter into Reſt. O bleſſed Calm, after a dread- 
ful Tempeſt ! This poor Breaſt of mine was 
lately panting, ſweating, trembling under the $7 
Horrors of Wrath to come, terrified with ther” 'F IJ 
Viſions of Hell. No other Sound was in my, 13 (ll 
Ears but that of fiery Indignation to devour, 11 
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the Adverſaries. O whatPrice can be put _ 
my guietus eff ? What Value upon a Pardon, 
delivered as it were at the Ladder's Foot! O 
precious Hand of Faith that receives it! But 
O the moſt precious Blood of Chriſt which pur- 
chaſed it ! If Satan now come with his Accuſa- 
tions, theLaw with its Comminations, Death with 
its dreadful Summons, I have in aReadineſs to 
anſwer them all. Here is the Law, the Wrath 
of God, and everlaſting Burnings, the juſt De- 
merit of Sin, upon the one Side, and a poor 
ſinful Creature on the other: But the Covenant 
of Grace hath ſolved all. An 4# of Oblivion 
is paſt in Heaven, Iwill forgive their Iniquities, 
and their Sins and Tranſgreſſions will I remember 
no more. In this Act of Grace, my Soul is in- 
cluded ;' I am in Chriſt; and there is no Con- 
demnation. Die 1 muſt, but damned 1 ſhall 
not be; my Debts are paid, my Bonds are 
cancelled, my Conſcience is quieted ; let Death 
do its worſt, it ſhall do me no harm ; thatBlood 
which ſatisfies God, may well ſatisfy me. 
ufer. 5. How amazingly fad and deplora- 
ble is the Security and Stilneſs of the Conſcien- 
ces of Sinners under all their own Guilts, and 
the immediate Danger of God's everlaſting 
Wrath. Philoſophers obſerve, that before an 
Earthquake the Wind lies, and the Weather is 
exceeding calm and ſtill, not a Breath of Wind 
going. So it is in the Conſeiences of many juſt 
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vetore the Tempeſt & Storm of God's Wrath 
pours down upon them. What a golden Morn- 
138 ing open d upon Sodom, and began that fatal 
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1 
Day? Little did they imagine Showers of Fire 
had been ready to fall from ſo pleaſant & ſerene 
aSky as they ſay over their Heads. How ſecure, 
ſtill, and unconcern'd are thoſe to Day, who it 
may be ſhall rage, roar and tremble in Hell to 
Morrow? Cæſar hearing of a Citizen of Rome 
who was deep in Debt, and yet flept ſoundly, 
would needs have his Pillow, as ſuppoſing there 
was ſome ſtrange charming Virtue in it. It is 
wonderful to conſider what ſhift Men make to 
keep their Conſciences in that ſtilneſs & quiet 
they do, under ſuch Loads of Guilt and threat- 
nings of Wrath ready to be executed _— them. 
It muſt be ſome ſtrong Opium that ſo ſtupifies 
and benums their Conſciences; and upon En- 
quiry into the Matter we ſhall find it to be the 
Effect of, 
1. A ftrong Deluſion of Satan. 
2. A ſpiritual judicial Stroke of God. 

1. This ſtilaeſs of Conſcience upon the Brink 
of Damnation proceeds from the ſtrong Delu- 
ſions of Satan ; blinding their Eyes, & feeding 
their falſe Hopes : He removes the evil Day at 
many Years imaginary Diſtance from them; 
and interpoſeth many a fair Day betwixt them 
and it, and in that interpoſed Seaſon, Time e- 
nough to prepare for it: Without ſuch an Ar- 
tifice as this, his Houſe would be in an Uproar, 
but this keeps all in Peace, Luk. 11. 21. By 
preſuming he || feeds their Hopes, and by their 
Hopes deſtroys their Souls. Some he — 
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from all ſerious Thoughts of this Day, by the 
Pleaſures, and others by the Cares of this Life, 
and fo that Day cometh upon them unawares. 
Luk. 21. 34. 


and dangerous a State, is the Effect of a ſpiri- 
tual, judicial Stroke of God upon the Children 
of Wrath. That's a dreadful Word, Iſai. 6. 10. 
Make the Heart of this People fat, and make their 
Ears heat, and ſbut their Eyes. * The Eye and 
Ear are the two principal Doors or Inlets to the 
Heart: When theſe are ſhut, the Heart muſt 
needs be inſenſible as the Fat of the Body is. 
There is a Spirit of a deep Sleep poured out 
judicially upon ſome Men. Jai. 29. 10. Such 
as that upon Adam, when God took a Rib from 
his Side, and he felt it not: But this is upon 
the Soul, and is the ſame as to give up a Man 
to a reprobate Senſe. * 

Infer. 6. The Cafe of d iſtreſſed Conſciences 
upon Earth is exceeding ſad, and calls upon all 
for the tendereſt Pity and utmoſt Help from 
Men. You ſee the Labourings of Conſcience 
under the Senſe of Guilt and Wrath is a ſpecial 
Part of the Torments of Hell ; of which there 
is not a livelier Emblem or Picture then the 
Diſtreſſes of Conſcience in this World. 

It muſt be thankfully confeſſed there are two 
great Differences betwixt the Terrors of Conſ- 
Clence here and there: One in the Degrees of 


Anguiſh, 


nis expers ſenſus eſt, conſentientibus phyſicis. Gia. 


2. This ſtilneſs of Conſcience in ſo miſerable 
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Anguiſh, the other in the Reliefs of that An- 
guiſh. The ordinary Diſtreſſes of Conſcience 
here, compared with thoſe of the Damned, are 
as the Flame of aCandle to a fiery Oven, a mild 
and gentle Fire; or as the Sparks that fly out 
of the Top of a Chimney, to the dreadful Erup- 
tions of Veſuvius or Mount Ætna. Beſides theſe 
are capable of Relief, but thoſe are unrelieva- 
ble: Their Hearts die, becauſe their Hope is 
periſhed from the Lord. | 

But yet of allthe Miſeries &iſtreſſes incident 
to Men in this World, none like thoſe of 
diſtreſſed Conſciences: The Terrors of God ſet 
themſelves in Array, or are drawn up in Batta- 
lia againſt the Soul, Job 6. 4. V hit 1 ſuffer 
thy Terrors (ſaith Heman) I am diſtracted, Pial. 
88. 15. Lea, they not only diſtract, but cut off 
the Spirit, as he adds, ver. 16. They lick up 
the very Spirit of a Man, and none can bear 
them, Prov. 18. 14. For now a Man hath to 
do immediately with God; yea, with the Wrath 
of the great & dreadful God: And this Wrath 
which is the moſt accute and ſharp of all Tor- 
ments, falls upon the moſt tender and ſenſible 


Part, the Spirit and Mind, which now lies open 


and naked before him to be wounded by it. 
No Creature can adminiſter the leaſt Relief by 
the Application of any temporal Comfort or 
Refreſhment to it. Gold and Silver, Wife and 
Children, Meat and Melody, ſignify no more 
than the drawing off a ſilk Stocking to cure the 
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All that can be done for their Relief is by 
ſeaſonable, judicious and tender Applications of 
ſpiritual Remedies ; and what can be done, 
—— to be done for them. What Heart can 
hear a Voice like that of Fob, Have Pity upan 
me, have Pity upon me, O ye my Friends; for the 
Hand of God hath touched me: And not melt 
into Compaſſions over them? Is there a Word 


of Wiſdom ia thy Heart? Let thy Tongue ap- 


ply it to the Relief of thy diſtreſſed Brother; 
whilſt his Heart meditates Terror, let thine me- 
ditate his Succour. It is not impoſſible but thou 
who lendeſt a friendly Hand to anather,may'ſt 
ere long need one thy ſelf; and he that hath 
ever felt the Terrors of the Almighty upon his 
Soul, hath Motive enough to draw forth the 

Bowels of his Pity to another in the like Caſe. 
Alas for poor diſtreſſed Souls, who have ei- 
ther none about them that underſtand and are 
able and willing to ſpeak a Word in Seaſon to 
their weary Souls, or too many about them to 
exaſperate their Sorrows, and perſecute them 
whom God hath ſmitten. You that have both 
Ability and Opportunity for it, are under the 
ſtrongeſt Engagements in the World to endea- 
vour their Relief with all Faithfulneſs, Seriouſ- 
neſs, Compaſſion and Conſtancy. Did Chriſt 
ſhed his Blood for the ſaving of Souls,and wilt 
not thou ſpend thy Breath for them? Shall any 
Man that hath found Mercy from God, ſhew 
none to his Brother ? God forbid. A Soul in 
Hell is out of your Reach, but theſe that are 
in the Suburbs of Hell are not. The Candle of 
: | intenſe 


e 


intenſe Sorrow: is put to the Thread ef their 


miſerable Life ; and ſhould they be ſuffered to 
drop into Hell whilſt you ſtand by as uncony 
cerned ? Spectators of ſuch a Tragech will have 
little Peace. Your Unmercifulneſs to their 
Souls will be a Wound to your own. 
Infer. 7. Be hence inſormed of the Evil that 
is in Sin ; be convinced of the Evil that is in 
it by the eternal Miſery that follows it. 
Hell be out af Meaſuredreadful, then din mult be 


out of Meaſure ſinful: The Torments ofHelt do 


not exceed the Demerit of Sin, tho' they exceed 
the Underſtandings of Men to conceive them. 
God will lay upon no Man more than is right. 
Sin is the Founder of Hell: All the Miſeries 
and Torments there, are but the Treafures of 
Wrath which Sinners in all Ages have been 
treaſuring up ; and how dreadful foever it be, 
it is but the Arr., Recompence which is 
meet. Rom. 6. laſt, The Wages of Sin is Death. 
We have ſlight Thoughts of Sin: Fools make 
a mock of Sin: But if the Lord, by the Con- 
victions of Mens Conſciences, did but lead 
them thro? the Chambers of Death, and give 
them a Sight of the Wrath to come; could we 
but ſee the Piles that are made in Hell, (as the 
Prophet calls them. Jai. 30. 33) to maintain 
the Flames of Vengeance to Eternity; could 
we but underſtand in what Dialect᷑ the Dam ed 
of Sin, who fee the Treaſures of Wrath 
oken up to avenge it, ſurely it would alter 
our Apprehenſions of Sin, and ſtrike cold to 
the very Heart of Sinners, 
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Cannot the Extremity and'Eternity of Hell- 
Torments exceed the Evil that is in Sin? What 
Words then can expreſs the Evil of it! Hell 
Flames have the Nature of a Puniſbment, but not 
of an Atonement. | 

O think on this, you that look upon Sin as 
the verieſt Trifle, that will fin for the Value 
of a Penny, that look upon all the Humiliati- 
ons, - broken-hearted Confeſſions, ' and bitter 
Moans of the Saints under Sins, as Frenzy or 
Melancholy, lighting them as a Company of 
half-witted hypochondraickPerſons. Thou that 
never hadſt one ſick Night or ſad Day in all thy 
Life, upon the Account of Sin, let me tell thee, M ci 
that Breaſt of thine muſt be the Seat of Sorrow; M m 
that frothy airy Spirit of thine muſt be acquain- th 
ted with emphatical Sobs and Groans. God WW (4 
grant it may be on this Side Hell by effettu- MW th 
al Repeutance, elſe it muſt be there in the Ex- nc 
tremity and Eternity of Sorrows. ed 

infer. 8. What Enemies are they to the M fu 
Souls of Men, who are Satan's Inſtruments to MW th, 
draw them into Sin, or who ſuffer Sin to lie ſp, 
upon them. When there were but two Perſons MW II 
in the World, one drew.the other into Sin; and 
among the Millions of Men and Women now on 
in the World, where are there two to be found pr. 
that have in no Caſe been Snares to draw ſome 
into Sin? Some tempt de/zgnedly, taking the WM is 
Devil's Work out of his Hands; others virtu- Ml cy, 
ally and conſequentially* by Examples, which rer 
have a compelling Power to draw others with yo! 
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worſt of Sinners, Prov. 1. 10. The latter are 
among the beſt of Saints; ſee Gal. 2. 14. 
WhoſeConverſations is ſo much in Heaven, that 
nothing falls out in the Courſe thereof, which 
may not further ſome or other in their Way to 
Hell ? Af —.— 3 

Among wicked Men there are five Sorts, e- 
minently acceſſory to the Guilt and Ruin of 
other Men's Souls. (1.) Looſe Profeſſors, 
whoſe. Lives give their Lips the Lie, whoſe 
Converſaions make their Profeſſions bluſh, 
(2.) Scandalous Apeoſtates, whoſe Fall is more 
prejudical than their Profeſſion was ever benefi- 
cial - to others. (3.) Cruel Perſecutors, who 
make the Lives, Liberties and Eſtates of Men, 
the Occaſion of the Ruin of their Conſciences, 
(4.) Ignorant & faithleſs Miniſters, who ſtreng- 
then the Hands of the Wicked,that they ſhould 
not return from their Wickedneſs. (5.) Wick- 
ed Relations, who quench & damp every hope- 
ful Beginning of Conviction and Affection in 
their Friends. Of all which I ſhall diſtinctly 
ſpeak in the next Diſcourſe, to which therefore 
[ remit it at preſent. | | 
And many there are who ſuffer Sin to lie up- 
on others, without a wiſe and ſeaſonable Re- 
proof to recover them. 

O what Cruelty to Souls is here! The Day 
is coming when they will curſe the Time that 
ever they knew you: Tis poſſible you may 
repent, but then it may be thoſe whoſe Souls 


you have help'd to Ruin, are gone, and quite 


out of your Reach. The Lord make you ſen- 
D 2 ſible 


( 40 ) 
ſible what you have done in Seaſon, left your 
Repentance come too late for your ſelves and 


them alſo. _ | 
Infer. g. How poor a Comfort is it to him 


that carries all his Sins out of this World with 


him, to leave much earthly Treaſure (eſpecially 


if gotten by Sin) behind him. It is a poor 


Conſolation to be praiſed || where thou art not, 
and tormented where thou art; to purchaſe a 
Life of Pleaſure to others on Earth at the Price 
of thy own everlaſting Miſery in Hell. All the 
Conſolation ſenſual voluptuous and K 
Worldlings have, is but this, chat they were 
coached to Hell in Pomp and State, and have 
left the ſame Chariot to bring their graceleſs 
Children after them in the ſame ipage to 
the Place of Torments. There are five Conſi- 
derations provoking Pity to them that are thus 
paſt into a miſerable Eternity, and Caution to 
all that are following after in the ſame Path. 

1. That fatal Miſtake in the practical Under- 
Randing & judgment of Man deſerves acompaſſi- 
onate Lamentation, as the Cauſe & Reaſon of their 
eternal Miſcarriage and Ruin. They looked 
upon Trifles as Things of greateſt Neceſſity, 
and the moſt neceſſary Things as meer Trifles; 
putting the greateſt Weight and Value upon 
that which little concerned them, and none at 
all upon their greateft Concernment in the 
whole World. Lak. 12. 21. 

2. The 
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( 41 ) : 

2. The perpetual Diverſions that the Trifles 
of this World gave them from the main Uſe 
and End of their Time. O what a Hurry 
and thick Succeſſion of earthly Buſineſs and 
Encumbrances filled up their Days ; fo that 
they could find no Time to go alone and think 
of the awful and weighty Concernments of the 
World to come. Jam. 5. 5. 

3. The total Waſte and Expence of the 
only Seaſon of Salvation about theſe vaniſhed, 
impertinent Trifles, which is never more to be 
recovered. Eccl. 9. 10. | 

4. That theſe deluding Shadows, the Plea- 
ſures of a Moment, is all that they had in ex- 
change for their Souls : a goodly Price it was 
valued at. Mat. 16. 26. 

5. That by ſuch a Life they have not only 
ruined their own Souls, but put their Poſterity, 
by their Education of them in the ſame Courſe 
of Life, into the ſame Path of Deſtruction in 
which they went to Hell before them, Pſal. 49. 13. 
Their Poſterity approve their Saying. - 

Infer. 10. How rational and commendable 
is the Courage and Reſolution of thoſe Chriſti- 
ans who chuſe to bear all Sufferings in this 
World from the Hands of Men, rather than to 
defile and wound their Conſciences with Sin, 
and thereby expoſe their Souls to the Wrath of 
God for ever ! 

That which Men now call Pride, Humour, 
Fancy and Stubbornneſs, will one Day appear 


to be their great Wiſdom, and the Excellency 


of their Spirits. It's the Tenderneſs of their 
| D 3 Conſciences, 


( 42 ) 
Conſciences, not the Pride and Stoutneſs of their 
Stomachs, which makes them inflexible roSin ; 
they know the Terrors of a wounded Conſci- 
ence, and had rather endure any other Trouble 
from the Hands of Men, than fall by known 
Sin into the Hands of an angry God. Try 
them in other Matters, wherein the Glory 
of God, and Peace or Purity of their Conſcien- 
ces are not concerned, and ſee if you can charge 
. them with Stubborneſs and Singularity. It was 
the Excellency of the Spirits of the primitive 
Chriſtians, that they durſt tell the Emperor to 
his Face, when he threatned them with Tor- 
ments, + Pardon us, O Emperor, thou threatneſt 
us with a Priſon, but God with Hell. Do we 
call that Ingenuity & good Nature which makes 
the Mind ſoit and tractable toTemptations, and 
will rather venture upon Guilt then be eſteemed 
ſingular ? 
| Salvian tells us of ſome in his Time, * who 
- were compelled to be evil ; leſt they ſhould 
be accounted vile: And was that their Excel- 
lency ? May I not fitly apply the Words of 
Satvian here? O in what Honour and Repute 
4s Chriſt among Chriſtians, when Religion ſhall 
make them baſe and ignoble-! He that under- 
ſtands what the Puniſhment of Sin will be in 
Hell,ſhould endure all Things rather than yield 
to Sin on Earth. Indeed, ii you that threaten 
and tempt others to violate their Conſciences, 
| could 


+4 Ignoſce, Imperator, tu carcerem, minaris Deus 
ebennam. | 


* Mal eſia coguntur, ne viles habe tur. 
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could bear the Wrath of God for them in 
Hell, it were ſome what; but we know there is 
no ſuffering by a Proxy there; they tremble at 
the Word of God, and have felt the Burden of 
Guilt, and dare not yield to Sin, tho' they yield 
their Eſtates and Bodies to prevent it. ö 
Infer. 11. How patiently ſhould we bear the 
Afflictions of this Lite, by which Sin is pre- 
vented and purged ? The Diſcipline of our 
Spirits belongs to God the Father of Spirits; 
He corrects us here, that we may not be puniſh 
ed hereafter. 1 Cor. 11.32. We are chaſtened of 
the Lord, that we may not be condemned with the 
World. It is better for us to groan underAfic- . 
tions on Earth, than to roar under revenging 
Wrath in Hell. Parents who are wiſe as well 
as tender, had rather hear their Children ſob 
and cry under the Rod, than ſtand with Hal- 
ters about their Necks on the adder, bewailing 
the deſtructive Indulgence of their Parents. 
Your Chaſtiſements when ſanctified, are pre- 
ventive of all the Miſery opened before. It is 
therefore as unreaſonable to murmur againſt 
God, becauſe you ſmart under his Rod, as it 
would be to accuſe your deareſtFriend of Cruel- 
90 becauſe he ſtrained your Arm to ſnatch you 
rom the fall of a Houſe or Wall which he ſaw 
ready to cruſh and overwhelm you in itsRuins. 
If we had leſs Affliction, we ſhould have more 
Guilt. We ſee how apt we are to break over 
the Hedge, and go aſtray from God, with all 
the Clogs of Afflictions deſigned for our Re- 


ſtraint; what ſhould we do if we had no Clog 
at 


8 (0 44 ) 
at all? It is better for you to be whipt to Hea- 
ven with all the Rods of Affliction, than coached 


To Hell with all the Pleaſures of the World. 


Chriftian, thy God ſees, if thou do not, that 
all theſe Troubles are few enough to ſave thee 
from Sin and Hell. Thy Corruptions require 


All theſe Rods, and all little enough. J need be 


ye are in Heavineſs, 1 Pet. 1. 6. If there be need 
for it, thy deareſt Comforts on Earth ſhall die, 
that thy Soul may live, but if thy Mortifica- 
tion to them render thy removal needleſs, thou 
and they ſhall live together. *Tis better to be 
reſerved in Brine, than rot in Honey. Sancti- 
fied Afflictions working under the Efficacy of 
the Blood of Chriſt, are the ſafeſt Way to our 
Sons 7 | 
Infer. 12. How doleful a Change doth the 
Death of wicked Men make upon them! From 
| Palaces on Earth, to the Priſon of Hell. No 
| ſooner is the Soul of a wicked Man ftept out 
of his own Door at Death, but the Serjeants of 
Hell are immediately upon it, ſerving the dread- 
ful Summons on the Law- condemned Wretch. 
This Arreſt terrifies it more than the Hand- 
writing upon the Plaiſter of the Wall did him, 
Dan. 53. 5. How are all a Man's Apprehenſi- 
ons changed in a Moment ! Out of what a deep 
Sleep are moſt, and out of what a pleſantDream 
of Heaven are fome awaked and ſtartled at 


Death, by the dreadful Arreſt & Summons of 


God to Condemnation ! How quickly would 
all a Sinner's Mirth be damped and turned into 
. Howlings in this World, if Conſcience were 
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It is but for God 


Id 
to change our Apprehenſions now, and it wou 
be 0 a Moment: But the Eyes of moſt 


ens Souls are not opened till Death hath ſnut 
thei bodily Eyes 9 then how ſudden and 
how ſad a Change is made in one Day 

O chink what it is to paſs from all the Plea- 
ſures and Delights of this World, into the Tor- 
meats & Miſeries of that World ; from a lea- 
ſant Habitation, into an infernal Priſon; from 
the De 
— from the Arms and Boſoms of dear- 
eſt Friends and Relations, to the Society of 
damned Spirits! Lord, what a Change is here ! 
Had a gracious Change been made upon cheir 
Hearts by Grace, no ſuch doleful Change could 
have been made upon their State by Death : 
Little do their ſurviving Friends think what 
they feel, or what is their Eſtate in the other 
World, whilſt they are — ne Bodies 

lendid and pompous Funerals. 
an 0 have ſo mock Reaſon to fear Death, 
to make much of Life, and uſe all Means 
to continue it, as thoſe vo will and muſt be ſo 

at Loſers by the Exchange. ; 

. 13. See here the Certainty and Inevi- 
tableneſs of the Judgment of the great Day. 
This Priſon, which is continually filling with 
the Spirits of wicked Men, is an undeniable 
Evidence of it: For why is Hell called @ Pri. 
ſom, and why are the Spirits of Men confined | 
and chained there, but with Reſpect to the Judg=s 
ment of the great Day ? As there is a nec 


of Security, to the Extremity of Deſ- 
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Connection betwixt Sin and Puniſhmeat, ſo be- 


twixt puniſhing & trying the Offender: There 
are Millions in Cuſtody, a World of Spirits in 
Priſon. Theſe muſt be brought forth to their 
Trial, for God will lay upon no Man more than 
is Right; the Legality of their Mittimus to 
Hell will be evidenced in their ſolemn Day of 
Trial. God hath therefore appointed a Day in 
which he will judge the World in Righteouſneſs, 
by that Man whom he hath ordained, Act. 17.21. 

Here Sinners run in Arrears & contract vaſt 
Debts ; in Hell they are ſeized and committed, 
at Judgment tried and caſt for the ſame. This 
will be a dreadful Day; thoſe that have ſpent 
ſo prodigally upon the Patience of God, muſt 
now come to a ſevere Account for all z they 
have paſt their particular Judgment immediate- 
ly after Death, Zccl. 12. 7. Heb. 9.27. By this 
they know how they ſhall ſpeed in the general 
Judgment, and how it ſhall be with them for 
ever; but thoꝰ this private Judgment ſecures 
theirDamnation ſufficiently; yet it clears not the 
Juſtice of God before Angels & Men ſufficiently, 
andtherefore they muſt appear once more before 
his Bar. 2 Cor. g. 10. In the fearful Expectation 


of this Day, thoſe trembling Spirits now lie in 


Priſon, and that feafful Expectation is a princi- 
pal Part of their preſent Miſery and Torment. 
You that refuſe to come to the I hrone of Grace, 
ſee if you can refuſe to make your Appearance 
at the Bar of Juſtice. You that brav'd and 


brow-beat your Miniſters that warned you of it, 
ſee if you can out- brave your Judge too, «you 
Cl 
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did them. Nothing more ſure or awful than 
ſuch a Day as this. 

Infer. 14. How much are Miniſters, Parents, 
and all to whom theCharge of Souls is commit- 
ted, bound to do all that in them lies to pre- 
vent their everlaſting Miſery in the World to 
come? The great Apoſtle of the Gentiles found 
the Conſideration of the Terror of the Lord as 
aSpur urging and enforcing him to a miniſterial 
Faithfulneſs & Diligence. 2 Cor. 5. 11. Know- 
ing therefore the Terror of the Lord, we perſwade 
Men. And the ſame he preſſeth upon Timothy, 
2Tim. 4. 1,2. 1 charge thee therefore before God, 
and theLordFeſusChriſt, who ſhall judge theQuick 
and the Dead at his Appearing, and his Kingdom ; 
preach the Word, be inſtant in Seaſon, and out of 
Seaſon ; reprove, rebuke, exhort,uoith all Long-ſuf- 


fering & Doctrine. O that thoſe to whom ſo 


great a Truſt as the Souls of Men is committed, 
would labour to acquit themſelves with all 
Faithfulneſs therein, as Paul did, warning every 
one Night and Day with Tears, that if we can- 
not prevent their Ruin, which is moſt deſirable, 
yet at leaſt we may be able to take God to 
Witneſs, as he did, that we are pure from the 
Blood of all Men. | 
Oh! Conſider, my Bretfiren, if your faithful 
Plainneſs and unwearied Diligence to ſave Mens 
Souls, produce no other Fruit but the hatred of 
you now; yet it is much eaſier for you to bear 


that, than that they and you too, ſhould bear 
the Wrath of God for ever. F F 
| We 
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Wie have all of us perſonal Guilt enough up. 
on us, let us not add other Mens Guilt to our ö 
Account: To be guiley of the Blood of the f 


n meaneſt Man upon Earth, is a Sin which will 

| | © ery in your Conſciences ; but to be guilty of. 

the Blood of Souls, Lord, who can bear it! . 

| Chriſt thought them worth his Heart Blood; Y © 

y 4 and are they not worth the Expence of our 
Breath? Did he ſweat Blood to fave them, and 

will not we move our Lips to fave them? Tis 

certainly a fore Judgment to the-Souls of Men, 

when ſuch Miniſters are ſet over them, as ne- 

. ver underſtood the Value of their People's 

War | | Souls, or were never heartily concerned about 

N the Salvation of their on Souls, 
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